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Paul E. Richards 
Test Specialist 
 
Professional Profile 
 
Mr. Paul Richards is a Test Specialist in Exponent’s Vehicle Engineering practice.  He has over 
20 years of automotive mechanical experience, and specializes in automotive mechanical 
inspections, failure analysis and maintenance related issues.  He conducts vehicle and 
component level testing utilizing various instrumentation and data acquisition systems, 
including engine and crash data retrieval.   
 
Mr. Richards’ work also includes developing and fabricating bench and on-vehicle tests of 
automotive components and systems as well as mechanical courtroom exhibit displays.  He has 
conducted testing of mechanical assemblies including transmissions and throttle systems, 
braking systems and various manufacturing equipment using hydraulic, pneumatic and multi-
channel data acquisition.  
 
Prior to joining Exponent, Mr. Richards was an automotive product test technologist at 
AlliedSignal, General Motors (power train), and Ford Motor Company (road load and structure 
testing).  He has also done vehicle prototype development and build-for-certification tests at 
Roush Racing, and has held master mechanical and technical positions with various domestic 
and import automobile dealerships. 
 
Credentials and Professional Honors 
 
Automotive Design, Macomb Community College 
 
Collision Safety Institute (CSI) (Automotive Crash Data Retrieval Certification); Master 
Technician Certificate, Toyota Technical Training; State of Michigan Master Mechanic 
 
Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Master Mechanic: 
 

• Engine Repair & Power Train Diagnostics 
• Automatic Transmission and Transaxle 
• Manual Drive Train and Axles 
• Suspension and Steering 
• Brakes and Braking Systems 
• Electrical-Electronic Systems 
• Heating and Air Conditioning 
• Engine Performance 


