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Professional Profile
 

Dr. Athanasiou studied physics and environmental engineering attaining extensive knowledge on the fate 
and transport, bioavailability, passive sampling and analysis of hydrophobic organic contaminants (HOCs) 
in surface water, porewater and sediments. During his graduate studies, he explored the presence of 
PAHs, PCBs and pesticides in urban stormwater and their bioavailability and fate in receiving waters and 
sediments. 

Dr. Athanasiou also investigated potential impacts of climate change by studying the release of HOCs 
from soil at a Superfund site flooded by the storm surge of hurricane Harvey. His expertise extends to the 
design and execution of environmental sampling plans, data collection and multi-dimensional dataset 
analysis. Dr. Athanasiou is knowledgeable in the use of various analytical laboratory methods and has 
experience in implementing QA/QC protocols to produce robust data.

Throughout his graduate studies, Dr. Athanasiou has consulted and conducted environmental research 
on federal, state and academic projects with goals varying from regulatory compliance to risk 
assessment. He has collaborated with multidisciplinary teams of scientists and engineers to understand 
and characterize complex surface water and contaminant transport problems. His work has helped 
stormwater managers understand the relative contribution of runoff from mixed land uses to the 
recontamination of sediment adjacent to industrial facilities.

Dr. Athanasiou’s laboratory experience includes solid phase micro-extraction (SPME) and 
polyoxymethylene (POM) passive samplers and extraction of HOCs from water (liquid-liquid extraction) 
and sediment (pressurized liquid extraction). His analytical expertise covers high performance liquid 
chromatography (HPLC), gas chromatography with electron capture detector (GC-ECD) and gas 
chromatography with single (GC-MS) and tandem mass spectrometry (GC-MS/MS).

Academic Credentials & Professional Honors
Ph.D., Civil Engineering, Texas Tech University, 2019

M.S., Civil Engineering, Texas Tech University, 2017

M.S., Environmental Engineering, University of New Haven, 2014

B.S., Physics, University of Patras, Greece, 2012

Licenses and Certifications
40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency Response Certification (HAZWOPER)
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Prior Experience 
Research Assistant, Texas Tech University, 2014-2019

Environmental Intern, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 2014

Research Assistant, Stevens Institute of Technology, 2013-2014

Languages
Italian

Greek
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