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Professional Profile
 

Dr. Himanshu Ahuja is a cognitive scientist specializing in human factors, with a focus on haptic 
perception. His research evaluates how motion and texture on the skin interact with arm posture across 
varying visual contexts to influence perception and decision-making. He applies behavioral, qualitative 
and quantitative methods to evaluate and improve how people interact with products and devices in real-
world use. Through product testing, usability evaluations, and safety assessments, Dr. Ahuja helps 
identify user needs, performance constraints, and potential use-error or risk scenarios. 

Dr. Ahuja also has experience working with AI, software, and engineering teams on the user evaluation of 
software-enabled, sensor-rich products. In these collaborations, he designs and conducts 
human-subjects studies that translate behavior into actionable insights, informing product design 
decisions, labeling and instructions, and risk mitigation strategies. 

Dr. Ahuja earned his PhD in Brain and Cognitive Science at the University of Rochester. His doctoral 
research examined how context and prior expectations shape the integration of touch with posture, 
informing the evaluation and design of wearable technology, user experience, and prosthetic design.

Academic Credentials & Professional Honors
M.S., Brain and Cognitive Sciences, University of Rochester, 2025

Ph.D., Brain and Cognitive Sciences, University of Rochester, 2025

B.Tech., Computer Science, Delhi Technological University, 2019

Donald M. and Janet C. Barnard Fellowship, University of Rochester 2022

Graduate Training in Data-Enabled Research into Human Behavior and its Cognitive and Neural 
Mechanisms Travel Grant, NSF 2021

Institute for Pure and Applied Mathematics Fellowship, NSF 2018

Academic Appointments
Teaching Assistant, Brain and Cognitive Sciences, University of Rochester, 2019-2023

Prior Experience 
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Rochester, 2019-2025
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Professional Affiliations
Human Factor and Ergonomics Society, Member

Society for Neuroscience, Member
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