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Professional Profile
 

Dr. DiFazio has expertise in learning, memory and behavior with an emphasis on how prior experiences 
and emotional states alter the neural circuits that support these processes. She applies her expertise to 
analyze human factor contributions to transportation accidents, pedestrian accidents, and warning and 
safety issues.

Dr. DiFazio earned her Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
Behavioral Neuroscience program. Her doctoral research focused on how positive experiences change 
the neural circuits that drive fear learning, using techniques such as electrophysiology, optogenetics and 
fiber photometry to assess how changes in brain activity affect behavior in real time. Dr. DiFazio also 
instructed courses at UCLA in comparative psychology, learning theory, behavioral neuroscience and 
general psychology. 

Academic Credentials & Professional Honors
Ph.D., Psychology, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 2024

M.A., Psychology, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 2021

B.A., Neuroscience and Behavior, Vassar College, 2018

UCLA Graduate Summer Research Mentorship Award (2023)

NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program Honorable Mention (2022)

Graduate Student Poster Award at the Pavlovian Society Meeting (2021)

UCLA Psychology Graduate Summer Research Mentorship Award (2021)

UCLA Graduate Dean's Scholar Award (2020–22)

Prior Experience 
Graduate Researcher, UCLA, 2020-2024

Teaching Assistant, UCLA, 2020-2024

Mentor, Lumiere Education, 2021-2024

Research Specialist, Emory University, 2018-2020
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